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 1ST QUARTER NEWSLETTER 2016

From the Principal’s Desk 
As I sit and write this month’s newsletter we have completed the first 9 
weeks of school.  What a great start we have had.  Teachers, support staff, 
parents, and students have made the start of this year smooth and easy.   The 
picture above has become an annual tradition here at PLMS where each class 
makes a letter .  8th grade started with the P and we worked down from 
there.  Thanks to the success of our fundraiser last year, we were once again 

able to purchase shirts for all of our students and staff.  Our athletic teams have had great success 
this year, including our 7th grade Volleyball team that went undefeated in league and league 
tournament play!  In this newsletter teachers and coaches have included articles about what is 
going on in their classes or on the court.  I encourage you to read what is happening and ask your 
student for more information, it can make for great dinner conversation about school.  The link 
below is a great article on 10 things you can do to help you MS student in school.  It is a short read 
and has some great tips. 

http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/school-help-middle.html# 

Mark your calendar for Friday, November 11th. PLMS will host our 3rd Annual Veterans Day 
Program. Any veteran living in the Perry-Lecompton community or a veteran who is related to a 
PLMS staff/student is invited to attend. We anticipate the program will last about one hour and will 
include music, words from our students and a video. The program will begin with a hot breakfast 
for each veteran and his/her spouse at 7:00 AM in the middle school gym. Students will join us in 
the gym at 8:30 AM for the start of the program. If you know of a veteran who is interested in 
participating, please ask them to let PLMS know by October 31.  

Questions: Contact Mike Maloun or Beth Hupe at PLMS 785-597-5159

http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/school-help-middle.html#
http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/school-help-middle.html#
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Teasing	Vs	Bullying.	
In	September	and	October	classroom	guidance	lessons	focus	on	bullying,	cyber	bullying	and	safety.		We	also	
discuss	what	is	bullying	vs.	rude	behavior.			I	came	across	the	following	ar=cle	wri>en	by	Michael	Grose	and	
wanted	to	share.	

“What	is	bullying?		Do	we	mix	it	up	with	teasing	and	other	forms	of	mean	behavior?”	It’s	an	important	topic	that	
needs	clarifica=on.	

Bullying	is	a	term	that’s	wrapped	in	emo=on.	For	many	people	it’s	associated	with	bad	childhood	memories.	It’s	been	
es=mated	that	around	40	percent	of	people	have	experienced	bullying	in	the	past.	It’s	something	that	we	don’t	want	
to	happen	to	our	kids.	

But	it	is	feared	that	it	is	being	overused	at	the	moment	and	confused	with	teasing	and	rudeness.	Rudeness	refers	to	
thoughtless	behaviors	and	thoughtless	words.		Kids	oMen	do	rude	things	to	each	other	without	thinking	their	ac=ons	
through.		Examples	include	breaking	wind	in	a	child’s	direc=on;	joking	about	the	color	of	a	child’s	hair	in	front	of	
others;	failing	to	share	possessions	and	neglec=ng	to	acknowledge	someone.	

Rudeness	is	usually	about	selfishness	and	thoughtlessness.	Taken	on	their	own	many	rude	behaviors	can	be	seen	as	
an	element	of	bullying	but	when	looked	at	in	context,	they	are	more	about	thoughtlessness,	lack	of	considera=on	and	
poor	manners	rather	than	a	deliberate	a>empt	to	hurt	someone.		

Teasing	refers	to	annoying,	hurRul	behavior	that	is	used	to	get	a	reac=on	from	someone	else.	Teasing	can	be	
persistent	in	nature,	but	not	always.	It’s	generally	an	a>empt	to	get	under	a	person’s	skin.	It	can	involve	name-calling;	
it	can	be	personal	and	hurRul	in	nature.	It	can	also	infringe	on	another	person’s	rights.	But	generally	teasing	doesn’t	
have	the	key	ingredients	that	make	up	bullying.	

Bullying	is	the	selec=ve,	uninvited,	repe==ve	oppression	of	one	person	or	group	by	another.	It	involves	three	
elements	–	intent	to	hurt	or	harm;	power	imbalance;	and	repe==on	over	=me.	It	takes	many	forms	and	guises	
including	physical	aggression;	verbal	abuse;	emo=onal	aggression	(or	blackmail);in=mida=on;	harassment	and	
exclusion.	

The	cyber-dimension	to	bullying	has	moved	the	goalpost	for	many	kids!	In	the	past	children	and	young	people	could	
escape	bullying	behaviors	by	being	at	home.	Cyber-bullying	means	that	children	can’t	escape	bullies	like	they	once	
could.	

Why	the	dis4nc4on?	We	hear	the	term	bullying	misused	a	great	deal	in	the	media	and	when	talking	with	parents.	
We	run	the	risk	of	“The	Boy	Who	Cried	Wolf”	Syndrome	where	we	become	so	desensi=zed	to	the	term	that	we	(or	
teachers)	ignore	it	when	children	really	are	the	vic=ms	of	bullying.	We	also	run	the	risk	of	failing	to	skill	our	kids	up	to	
manage	rudeness	and	teasing	if	we	categorize	every	awful	behavior	that	kids	experience	as	bullying.		

Our	ability	to	be	discerning	about	bullying	is	as	important	as	the	ac=on	we	take	when	we	are	sure	that	our	child	is	on	
the	receiving	end	of	bullying	behavior.	These	ac=ons	include:	dealing	with	feelings;	providing	emo=onal	coping	skills,	
ge[ng	others	involved;	building	up	a	child’s	support	networks;	and	building	self-confidence	that	can	take	a	ba>ering.	
Bullying	needs	to	be	taken	seriously.	But	we	also	need	to	be	discerning	about	bullying	behaviors.	

Perry	Lecompton	Middle	School	takes	bullying	seriously!		If	you	have	any	concerns	with	your	child	in	this	ma>er,	
please	contact	myself	or	our	middle	school	principal,	Mike	Maloun.			

We	hope	for	a	fantas=c	year	for	PLMS,	especially	one	without	BULLYING.				
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News from the Band Room 

5th Grade 

1st Quarter in 5th grade band has been a whirlwind so 
far! I’m very pleased to say that we have fifty students 
starting new instruments this year, and I’m enjoying 
getting to know each one of them. So far, we have 
learned our first five notes, first four rhythmic values 
and their corresponding rests, and have spent a lot of 
time relearning how to sit, breathe, and count. In 2nd 
Quarter, we are very excited to begin meeting together 
every day, reading music out of our books and preparing for our first concert on December 7th. After seeing how 
much the kids have progressed in our first six weeks together, I can’t wait to see what they will accomplish over 
the rest of the school year! 

6th Grade 

Our 6th grade band members have been hard at work this semester building on the foundational skills they 
gained last year. We’ve been spending our time review concepts from last year, learning new notes and key 
signatures, and applying more advanced rhythmic patterns to our playing. In 2nd Quarter, we will begin our first 
foray into sheet music as we prepare for our Winter Concert on December 7th. I have some exciting literature 
picked out and I think the concert is going to be quite good! 

7th/8th Grade 

We’ve had a great time 1st Quarter with the 7th and 8th graders as we’ve 
worked on our music for our first concert on October 26th. We’ve been 
playing a wide variety of music, ranging from warmups to develop tone 
quality, intonation, and technique; to chorales that develop musicianship 
and sensitivity; to literature for performance that touches on a number 
of genres and musical styles. We have a quick turnaround for our next 
performance on November 11th for the Veteran’s Day ceremony, and 
then will begin working on music for our Winter Concert on December 
14th. It’s great to make music with this group of kids and I’m excited to 
perform even more literature as the year goes on! 
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Athle=c	News	
PLMS	Volleyball	wrapped	up	their	season	October	1st	at	the	Big	7	League	
Volleyball	Tournaments.		During	the	season,	the	eighth	grade	team	
showed	growth	and	improved	their	league	record	from	their	seventh	
grade	season.	Members	of	the	eighth	grade	team	included	Clarrise	Atkins,	
Madi	Barnhardt,	Nariah	Barnhart,	Lilyann	Cantrell,	Caitlyn	Champagne,	
Haylee	Cheek,	Jayden	Cooper,	Sophia	Cunningham-Henry,	Chloe	Daniels,	
Kesi	Erdmann,	Charley	Fisher-Hurd,	Halle	Gonzalex,	Laura	Guess,	Smanatha	
Hammel,	Alena	Hieb,	
Bethany	Jessepe,	
Marissa	O>er,	Tori	

Smelser,	and	Savannah	Warren.		This	year	eighth	grade	managers	were	
Des=ny	Kopp	and	Courtney	Ross.		  

The	7th	Grade	“A”	Volleyball	team	finished	the	season	as	Big	7	League	
Champions	for	the	first	=me	since	joining	the	Big	7	League.	The	girls	had	
a	perfect	12-0	record	in	league	play	and	dominated	in	the	league	
tournament	by	not	losing	a	single	game	in	5	tournament	matches.	
Members	of	this	group	include:	Allyson	Baker,	Campbell	Keller,	Ceci	
Co>rell,	Gracie	Gonzalez,	Katy	Hurd,	Maddy	Welch,	Mia	Barnhardt,	Kylee	
Risinger,	Riley	Ellis,	and	Katelyn	Gray.		

	 The	7th	Grade	“B”	Volleyball	team	finished	their	season	with	an	
incredible	7-3	record	in	league	and	tournament	play.	They	placed	3rd	in	the	B-Team	Invita=onal	Tournament	held	at	Jeff	
West.	Members	of	this	group	include:	Riley	Ellis,	Katelyn	Gray,	Dayne	Fergus,	Kayla	Leochner,	Bre	Gladbach,	Haley	Hetrick,	
Ivy	Long,	Skylar	Reed,	Leecee	Or=z,	Trinity	Hankins,	Abby	Hane,	Jaci	Black,	Allison	Biggs,	and	Laikyn	Coursen.		

Constitution Day in Mrs. Doleman’s Room 

Constitution day was Saturday, September 17th.  In Mrs. Doleman’s 
classroom the 7th and 8th grade students worked in groups as they learned about 

the Constitution and its purpose.   
The groups were given the task of creating a 
Constitution for a fictional country that they 
created.  They needed to include a preamble, 
three branches of government, the ratification 
process, signatures, and an amendment section.  
The groups were very creative as they decided 
how to set up their governments 
 “We the people of Mrs. Doleman’s room” not 
only learned many new and interesting facts about this great document, but 
also had a lot of fun in the process.   
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Choir	Room	News	
The	choir	room	has	been	moving	and	buzzing	
from	5th	grade	all	the	way	up	to	12th	grade.		
5th	and	6th	graders	have	been	learning	how	
to	sight-read	using	solfege	and	Curwen	hand	
signs	and	have	begun	a	unit	on	rhythm.		Your	
students	are	learning	skills	that	are	often	not	

taught	until	
college	level	
music	
courses.		
The	have	
been	
isolating	
the	words,	melody	and	rhythm	of	songs	and	
using	their	aural	skills	to	then	write	out	the	
song	(without	having	ever	seen	the	music)!!		
7th	and	8th	graders	have	also	been	physically	
active	in	choir	by	using	body	percussion.		For	
their	concert	on	Wednesday,	October	19th,	they	

will	be	performing	3	different	selections	that	incorporate	body	percussion,	as	well	
as	singing.		The	choir	is	buzzing	with	lots	of	energy	and	starting	the	last	week	of	
October,	we	will	begin	our	Christmas	repertoire.	Onward	and	upward!	

Women	in	Science	Day	
On	Tuesday,	October	11th	Mr.	Roberts	sponsored	a	field	trip	to	Washburn	University	for	Women	in	Science	
Day.	Twenty	Seventh	grade	girls	from	PLMS	made	the	trip.	There	were	over	250	seventh	grade	girls	from	
area	middle	schools	in	a>endance.		Washburn	University	provided	the	classrooms,	and	student	
volunteers,	while	other	area	professional	organiza=ons	provided	the	Presenters,	Lab	instructors,	funding,	
lunch,	and	lab	materials.			
	 The	day	was	amazing	thanks	to	Washburn,	The	University	of	Kansas,	the	U.S.	Geological	Survey,	
the	Kansas	Department	of	Health	and	Environment,	the	Na=onal	Weather	Service	Topeka	Sta=on,	and	
Zonta	Interna=onal!	Thanks	to	all	who	provided	guest	speakers	or	lab	instructors!	
	 There	were	many	interes=ng	lab	choices	this	year.	From	the	intellectual	challenging	coding,	to	the	
gross	and	fascina=ng	dissec=on	of	a	pigs	heart	and	lungs.	The	girls	chose	labs	they	were	interested	in	and	
par=cipated	with	15-20	other	girls	from	around	Northeast	Kansas.	
	 The	girls	par=cipated	in	two	labs,	one	in	the	morning,	and	one	in	the	aMernoon.	There	were	a	total	
of	18	laboratory	ac=vi=es	to	choose	from.	Some	of	the	more	popular	labs	explored	respira=on	and	
circula=on,	oral	bacteria,	underground	aquifers,	volcanoes,	meteorology,	first	aid,	water	quality,	and	crime	
scene	inves=ga=on.	All	of	the	girls	had	a	chance	to	interact	with	other	students	from	different	schools	and	
to	meet	the	experts	from	the	professional	field.		
The	emphasis	in	Educa=on	recently	has	been	in	Science,	Technology,	Engineering	and	Math	or	STEM	for	
short.	These	labs	were	designed	to	help	the	girls	start	to	think	about	careers	in	STEM	areas,	as	well	as	
open	up	their	minds	on	possible	fields	of	study	in	college.	The	students	found	some	of	the	jobs	very	
en=cing	and	some	were	just	flat	out	gross.		
	 	 The	girls	of	PLMS	had	a	great	experience	and	couldn’t	wait	to	share	about	their	
experiences!		
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8th	Grade	Language	Arts	
Busy,	busy,	busy…8th-grade	students	are	busy	preparing	for	Veterans	Day	in	Language	Arts.		“Why	Do	We	Celebrate	Veterans	
Day?”	That’s	the	wri=ng	prompt	students	must	answer	in	their	five-paragraph	essays.	Consequently	we	have	been	learning	
about	the	history	of	Veterans	Day.		We	learned	about	Arlington	Na=onal	Cemetery	and	The	Tomb	of	the	Unknown	Soldier.		

Even	luckier,	local	veteran	Jim	Householder	came	to	classes	to	
share	his	experiences	in	the	US	Navy.		Making	it	personal,	
we’ve	been	asking	ques=ons	about	the	veterans	in	our	lives,	
family	members	and	friends.		Students	have	learned	much	
about	their	families.		Now,	students	are	draMing,	wri=ng,	and	
edi=ng!		Veterans	Day	essays	are	going	to	be	fantas=c!							

STUCO Update 

Tips for Turkeys
Let’s raise enough tips to help ensure all families in our 
surrounding areas have a turkey for their Thanksgiving 
dinner! Students will bring their ‘tips’ to their 8th hour EL 

class.  Two prizes are available to win this year. There will 
be a prize for the EL with the best “Turkey Tip Container”, 

and a prize for the EL with the highest amount of tips 
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Patent Pending ©            TreeRing Corporation

Add photos from your computer, 
Facebook & Flickr. 

Add memories & photos from throughout 
the year. Share them with your classmates 
to include in their personal pages.

Send and receive Bling and signatures. A 
great way to share expressions of friendship!

To Purchase & Customize Your Yearbook*:
*Must be a parent or student 13 years or older.

     Go to www.TreeRing.com/validate

     Enter our school’s passcode:

Yearbook Price:

Deadline:

Add Photos  &  Memories  to Your 2 Free  Custom  Pages

Capture Your Memories in this Year's

Yearbook! 

1

2

1013699388734820

Apr 5

Perry Lecompton Middle School

2016

$19.24
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TreeRing QuickStart Guide:
How to Purchase Your Yearbook for

Patent Pending ©           TreeRing Corporation

 

 

Rod 
Flanders
2nd Grade

Milhouse 
Van Houten
4th Grade

Todd
Flanders
4th Grade

Nelson
Muntz
4th Grade

Martin
Prince
4th Grade

Ralph
Wiggum
2nd Grade

Step 2:
Enter Your Information 

Step 1:
1.  Go to www.treering.com/validate
2. Enter Your Group’s Private Passcode: 

Optional:
Claim Your Student 
(For Parent Accounts Only)

Step 4:
Add Your Friends

Step 3:
Update Your Profile Photo

Step 5:
Choose the Number of Books You Want 
to Purchase

Step 6:
Enter Your Credit Card Information

Optional:
Upgrade to Hard Cover (If Available)

Step 7:
You’re Done!

 

 

Marge, who are your children
In Springfield Elementary? 

Bart Simpson
4th Grade

Enter Student Name:      Simpson 1 Result

Claim

Student Not Listed?

 

Cancel Confirm

Validate Your School/Organization

Enter the passcode provided by your school:

 

 

Select Quantities

Bart Simpson’s
2013-2014 TreeRing Elementary’s Yearbook
includes 2 free optional custom pages

Quantity     2

Options

Upgrade to Hardcover $6.95
Bart Simpson’s 2013-2014...

Total Options   $ 6.95

YES

My Computer FlickrFacebook

I agree to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy

Confirm Password

Create Password

Email Address

Last Name

First Name

Birthday Month Day Year Why?

I am a Parent

1013699388734820

Perry Lecompton Middle School

2016
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Sign up now for Berlin, Prague & the Alps!! 
Perry Lecompton International Tours 

www.eftours.com/1795827th  

GREAT NEWS ---- We are going to Germany, Prague, the Alps 
and PARIS!!!! 
Perry Lecompton International Tours and Mrs. Whitaker would like to invite you to join us on a 13 day 
Central European adventure. Join us as we experience the beautiful countryside and history of 
Germany, Prague, and the Alps! 

Berlin, Prague & the Alps – includes Germany, Czech Republic, Austria, Lichtenstein, Swiitzerland 
and a 3 day extension to France! 

This is a jam-packed trip that is filled lots of “ooohh – awwww” moments!  A trip, that promises to be an 
amazing experience, one that is rich with history and will be cherished for a lifetime.   

This trip is open to students of USD 343, family members of students, and community members.  The 
student program cost of the 13 day trip is approximately $4315.00.  The program cost does not include 
insurance, departure fees, and optional excursions.   

Remember that your trip costs include:  International round trip airfare, hotel, continental breakfast and 
complete supper, a full time tour director, in country transportation, entrance into many historical sites 
and museums, several day guides and walking tours.   

Travelers will depart in late May 2018.  You can sign up for the trip at www.eftours.com/1457696BP 
Please contact Susie Whitaker at kawlibrarian@gmail.com or 785-550-0267 if you want more 
information about joining us on the wonderful journey.    

This is not a PLHS or USD 343 function – this trip is hosted by Susie Whitaker. 

Mrs. Whitaker is at PLMS Library on all day on Monday and Wednesday afternoon 

Flyers and sign-up forms are on the table outside the middle school office 

http://www.eftours.com/1457696BP
mailto:swhitake@usd343.org
mailto:kawlibrarian@gmail.com
http://www.eftours.com/1457696BP
mailto:swhitake@usd343.org
mailto:kawlibrarian@gmail.com
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Upcoming Dates to Remember 

Thursday October 27  Girls BBall vs Holton (Home) 4:30 PM  

Monday Oct. 31  Girls BBall vs Riverside (Home) 4:30 PM  

Thursday Nov. 3rd  Girls BBall at ACCMS  4:30 PM 
    Wrestling at Royal Valley  4:00 PM        

Monday Nov. 7th  Girls BBall vs Sabetha (Home) 4:30 PM 

Tuesday Nov. 8th   Wrestling at Holton   4:00 PM 

Thursday Nov. 10th  Girls BBall at Hiawatha  4:30 PM 
    Wrestling at Onaga   4:00 PM 

Saturday Nov 12  Wrestling at Silver Lake  8:15 AM 

November 11-12  Fall Musical at PLHS   7:00 PM 

Monday Nov. 14th  Wrestling Home at PLMS   4:00 PM 
    Girls BBall at Royal Valley  4:30 PM 

Thursday Nov. 17th  Girls BBall vs Jeff West (Home) 4:30 PM 

Saturday Nov. 19th  Wrestling at Rossville  8:30 AM 

Monday Nov. 22nd  Girls BBall at Holton   4:30 PM 

November 23-25th  Thanksgiving Break 

Monday, Nov. 28th  Girls BBall at Riverside  4:30 PM 

Monday Nov. 29th  Wrestling at Sante Fe Trail  3:30 PM 


